Amazing Bible Baptist Church — Adult Sunday School
People in
the Bible October 18, 2026 — Lesson # 15 — Elijah — Prophet of fire

Text: I Kings 17:1; James 5:17,18

Elijah 5] Kings 17:1:

Some facts about

him: 1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants

e Heﬁ"é}s a of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel
Eiig?ﬁ:; ! liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew
nor rain these years, but according to my word.

**¥Kings 17:1

1 And Elijah the ***James 5:17-18

Tishbite, who ) ) ) )

was of the 17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are,

inhabitants of and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it

Gilead, said unto rained not on the earth by the space of three years

Ahab, As the and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the

Lord God of heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her

Israel liveth, fruit.

before whom I

stand, there shall

I 15 09 e .. INTRODUCTION

rain these years,

but according to There is a reason why Elijah’s presence dominates not

my word. only the Old Testament but also the New Testament as

well — he was an unique and powerful voice for God
e His name means Almighty. His name is mentioned in the New Testament

My God is some 30 times and he is visually seen with Jesus and

Yahweh

He was a hairy
man wearing a
clothes of
leather — 1T ***Matthew 17:1-8,

Kings 1:8 1 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and
John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high
mountain apart, 2 And was transfigured before them:
and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was
white as the light. 3 And, behold, there appeared unto
them Moses and Elias talking with him. 4 Then
answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good

Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration — Matthew 17:1-
8, Mark 9:2-8 and Luke 9L.28-36 — Why???

***Kings 1:8

8 And they
answered him,
He was an hairy
man, and girt




with a girdle of
leather about his
loins. And he
said, It is Elijah
the Tishbite.

stop the rain tor
3 Y2 years — 1
Kings 17:1

***Kings 17:1

1 And Elijah the
Tishbite, who
was of the
inhabitants of
Gilead, said unto
Ahab, As the
Lord God of
Israel Liveth,

before whom I
stand, there shall
not be dew nor
rain these years,
but according to
my word.

o Heraised the
widow of
Zaephath’s son
— I Kings 17:17-
24

***] Kings 17:17-24
17 And it came to
pass after these
things, that the
son of the
woman, the
mistress of the
house, fell sick;
and his sickness
was so sore, that
there was no
breath left in

for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one
for Elias. 5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the
cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased; hear ye him. 6 And when the disciples
heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 7
And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and
be not afraid. 8 And when they had lifted up their eyes,
they saw no man, save Jesus only.

***Mark 9:2-8

2 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and
James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high
mountain apart by themselves: and he was
transfigured before them. 3 And his raiment became
shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on
earth can white them. 4 And there appeared unto them
Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. 5
And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is
good for us to be here: and let us make three
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one
for Elias. 6 For he wist not what to say; for they were
sore afraid. 7 And there was a cloud that
overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud,
saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 8 And
suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw
no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves.

***Luke 9:28-36

28 And it came to pass about an eight days after these
sayings, he took Peter and John and James, and went
up into a mountain to pray. 29 And as he prayed, the
fashion of his countenance was altered, and his
raiment was white and glistering. 30 And, behold,
there talked with him two men, which were Moses and
Elias: 31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his
decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. 32
But Peter and they that were with him were heavy with
sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his glory,
and the two men that stood with him. 33 And it came to
pass, as they departed from him, Peter said unto Jesus,
Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make



him. 18 And she
said unto Elijah,
What have I to do
with thee, O thou
man of God? art
thou come unto
me to call my sin
to remembrance,
and to slay my
son? 19 And he
said unto her,
Give me thy son.
And he took him
out of her bosom,
and carried him
up into a loft,
where he abode,
and laid him
upon his own
bed. 20 And he
cried unto the
Lord, and said, O
Lord my God,
hast thou also
brought evil upon
the widow with
whom I sojourn,
by slaying her
son? 21 And he
stretched himself
upon the child
three times, and
cried unto the
Lord, and said, O
Lord my God, I
pray thee, let this
child's soul come
into him again.
22 And the Lord
heard the voice of
Elijah; and the
soul of the child
came into him

three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and
one for Elias: not knowing what he said. 34 While he
thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed
them: and they feared as they entered into the cloud. 35
And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is
my beloved Son: hear him. 36 And when the voice was
past, Jesus was found alone. And they kept it close, and
told no man in those days any of those things which
they had seen.

It is a picture that Jesus is the main theme between the
Law (Moses) and the Prophets (Elijah) — Luke 16:16-18;
Matthew 5:17.

***Luke 16:16-18;

16 The law and the prophets were until John: since that
time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man
presseth into it. 17 And it is easier for heaven and earth
to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail. 18 Whosoever
putteth away his wife, and marrieth another,
committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that
is put away from her husband committeth adultery.

***Matthew 5:17
17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

So let’s examine five outstanding features that
characterize Elijah and why he is such an important
figure in the Bible.

I. PECULAR APPEARANCE — II KINGS —
1:7.8

***1I Kings 1:7,8

7 And he said unto them, What manner of man was
he which came up to meet you, and told you these
words? 8 And they answered him, He was an hairy
man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins.
And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite.

He was a person that would be easily picked out of the



Elijah took the
child, and
brought him
down out of the
chamber into the
house, and
delivered him
unto his mother:
and Elijah said,
See, thy son
liveth. 24 And the
woman said to
Elijah, Now by
this I know that
thou art a man of
God, and that the
word of the Lord

in thy mouth is
truth.

« He was taken to
heaven by a
chariot of fire -
IT Kings 2:11

11 And it came to
pass, as they still
went on, and
talked, that,
behold, there
appeared a
chariot of fire,
and horses of
fire, and parted
them both
asunder; and
Elijah went up
by a whirlwind
into heaven.

crowd. He was a hairy man wearing a leather belt
around his waist. He was much like the John the Baptist
in the New Testament — as many thought that John the
Baptist was Elijah based on his attire — John 1:21.

***John 1:21

21 And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And
he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he
answered, No.

II. PLACE AMOUNG THE PROPHETS

Elijjah was known through out the Bible, because of
his power with God. Here are a couple of references
in the Bible about him:

-Malachi 4:5,6 — The Lord promised to send him
back during the great tribulation to preach the Word
and turn folks to the Lord. Revelation 11:3-12

***Malachi 4:5-6

5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before
the coming of the great and dreadful day of the
Lord: 6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to
the children, and the heart of the children to their
fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.

***Revelation 11:3-12

3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and
they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and
threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 4 These are the
two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing
before the God of the earth. 5 And if any man will
hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and
devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt



them, he must in this manner be killed. 6 These have
power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of
their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn
them to blood, and to smite the earth with all
plagues, as often as they will. 7 And when they shall
have finished their testimony, the beast that
ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war
against them, and shall overcome them, and kill
them. 8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street
of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom
and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 9
And they of the people and kindreds and tongues
and nations shall see their dead bodies three days
and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to
be put in graves. 10 And they that dwell upon the
earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and
shall send gifts one to another; because these two
prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 11
And after three days and an half the spirit of life
from God entered into them, and they stood upon
their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw
them. 12 And they heard a great voice from heaven
saying unto them, Come up hither. And they
ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies
beheld them.

-Luke 1:17 — Even John the Baptist came in the spirit
and power of Elijah to prepare the way for Jesus.

***Luke 1:17

17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power
of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the
just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

-James 5:17,18 — Is commended for his effective and
fervent prayers to the Lord.



***James 5:17-18

17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we
are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain:
and it rained not on the earth by the space of three
years and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and

the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth
her fruit.

I11.

POWER SOURCE AGAINST EVIL

During his time the country was ruled by a king
and queen (Ahab and Jezebel) that was
corrupted and lead the people into idolatry. So
Elijjah stood up to these forces of evil.

Here are three examples:

-He confronted king Ahab about his sin and
that there will be no rain for 3 %2 years — I
Kings 17:1

***] Kings 17:1

1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the
inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the
Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand,
there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but
according to my word.

-He confronted the false prophets of Baal on
Mt. Carmel to have fire fall from heaven — I
Kings 18

***] Kings 18

1 And it came to pass after many days, that the
word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third
year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and
I will send rain upon the earth. 2 And Elijah
went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there
was a sore_famine in Samaria. 3 And Ahab
called Obadiah, which was the governor of his
house. (Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly:
4 For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the



prophets of the Lord, that Obadiah took an
hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a
cave, and fed them with bread and water.) 5
And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land,
unto all fountains of water, and unto all
brooks: peradventure we may find grass to
save the horses and mules alive, that we lose
not all the beasts. 6 So they divided the land
between them to pass throughout it: Ahab
went one way by himself, and Obadiah went
another way by himself. 7 And as Obadiah
was in the way, behold, Elijah met him: and he
knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Art
thou that my lord Elijah? 8 And he answered
him, I am: go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is
here. 9 And he said, What have I sinned, that
thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the
hand of Ahab, to slay me? 10 As the Lord thy
God liveth, there is no nation or kingdom,
whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee:
and when they said, He is not there; he took an
oath of the kingdom and nation, that they
found thee not. 11 And now thou sayest, Go,
tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. 12 And it
shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from
thee, that the Spirit of the Lord shall carry thee
whither I know not; and so when I come and
tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay
me: but I thy servant fear the Lord from my
youth. 13 Was it not told my lord what I did
when Jezebel slew the prophets of the Lord,
how I hid an hundred men of the Lord's
prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with
bread and water? 14 And now thou sayest, Go,
tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here: and he
shall slay me. 15 And Elijah said, As the Lord
of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will
surely shew myself unto him to day. 16 So
Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him:
and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 17 And it came
to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said
unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 18
And he answered, I have not troubled Israel;



but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye
have forsaken the commandments of the Lord,
and thou hast followed Baalim. 19 Now
therefore send, and gather to me all Israel
unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal
four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the
groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's
table. 20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of
Israel, and gathered the prophets together
unto mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came unto
all the people, and said, How long halt ye
between two opinions? if the Lord be God,
follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And
the people answered him not a word. 22 Then
said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only,
remain a prophet of the Lord; but Baal's
prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 23
Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and
let them choose one bullock for themselves,
and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and
put no fire under: and I will dress the other
bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire
under: 24 And call ye on the name of your
gods, and I will call on the name of the Lord:
and the God that answereth by fire, let him be
God. And all the people answered and said, It
is well spoken. 25 And Elijah said unto the
prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for
yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many;
and call on the name of your gods, but put no
fire under. 26 And they took the bullock which
was given them, and they dressed it, and
called on the name of Baal from morning even
until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there
was no voice, nor any that answered. And they
leaped upon the altar which was made. 27 And
it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked
them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god;
either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is
in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and
must be awaked. 28 And they cried aloud, and
cut themselves after their manner with knives
and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon



them. 29 And it came to pass, when midday
was past, and they prophesied until the time of
the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there
was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any
that regarded. 30 And Elijah said unto all the
people, Come near unto me. And all the people
came near unto him. And he repaired the altar
of the Lord that was broken down. 31 And
Elijah took twelve stones, according to the
number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto
whom the word of the Lord came, saying,
Israel shall be thy name: 32 And with the
stones he built an altar in the name of the
Lord: and he made a trench about the altar, as
great as would contain two measures of seed.
33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the
bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood,
and said, Fill four barrels with water, and
pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.
34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they
did it the second time. And he said, Do it the
third time. And they did it the third time. 35
And the water ran round about the altar; and
he filled the trench also with water. 36 And it
came to pass at the time of the offering of the
evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came
near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac,
and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou
art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant,
and that I have done all these things at thy
word. 37 Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this
people may know that thou art the Lord God,
and that thou hast turned their heart back
again. 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell, and
consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood,
and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the
water that was in the trench. 39 And when all
the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and
they said, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he
is the God. 40 And Elijah said unto them, Take
the prophets of Baal; let not one of them
escape. And they took them: and Elijah
brought them down to the brook Kishon, and



slew them there. 41 And Elijah said unto Ahab,
Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound
of abundance of rain. 42 So Ahab went up to
eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top
of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the
earth, and put his face between his knees, 43
And said to his servant, Go up now, look
toward the sea. And he went up, and looked,
and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go
again seven times. 44 And it came to pass at
the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there
ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's
hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab,
Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down that
the rain stop thee not. 45 And it came to pass
in the mean while, that the heaven was black
with clouds and wind, and there was a great
rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel. 46
And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; and
he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to
the entrance of Jezreel.

-He confronted king Ahab about killing Naboth
for his vineyard — I Kings 21:17-19

***] Kings 21:17-19

17 And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the
Tishbite, saying, 18 Arise, go down to meet
Ahab king of Israel, which is in Samaria:
behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth,
whither he is gone down to possess it. 19 And
thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith
the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also taken
possession? And thou shalt speak unto him,
saying, Thus saith the Lord, In the place where
dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick
thy blood, even thine.

-He confronted Jezebel’s about her sins and
proclaimed her death — I Kings 21:23



***] Kings 21:23

23 And of Jezebel also spake the Lord, saying,
The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of
Jezreel.

We should be strong in the Lord and to stand and fight
against the evils of the devil — Ephesians 6:11

***Ephesians 6:11

11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil.

IV. PHYSICAL RATURE TO HEAVEN

One of the unique things about Elijah was that he
was physically raptured (taken away) by the Lord —
The Lord had a chariot of fire with a whirlwind ready
for him to take him to heaven — II Kings 2:11.

***11 Kings 2:11

11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and
talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire,
and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder;
and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

This is a protype or picture, how the Lord will come
again for his bride in the Rapture — I Corinthians
15:52; I Thessalonians 4:16-18; Revelation 3:10

***] Corinthians 15:52;

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed.

***] Thessalonians 4:16-18;

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall




rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another
with these words.

***Revelation 3:10

10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, 1
also will keep thee from the hour of temptation,
which shall come upon all the world, to try them
that dwell upon the earth.

ARE YOU READY???

V. PROMINENCE IN THE NEW TESTMENT

Even though he was an Old Testament prophet, He
was also a prominent presence in the New
Testament. There are at least 25 other references to
him in the New Testament. There are two incidents
that illustrated this truth:

» At Mount Transfiguration — Matthew 17:4;
Mark 9:5; Luke 9:33 — Peter seen Moses and
Eljjah with Jesus in their glorified state and
Peter (being a Jew knew about Moses and
Elijah were special characters) thought it would
be great to build a tabernacle for each of them.
But God spoke and said, “This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him”.
The focused was turned back to the Lord Jesus.

***Matthew 17:4;

4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is
good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here
three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and
one for Elias.

***Mark 9:5;




5 And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is
good for us to be here: and let us make three
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one
for Elias.

***Luke 9:33

33 And it came to pass, as they departed from him,
Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be
here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee,
and one for Moses, and one for Elias: not knowing
what he said.

» At Mount Calvary — Matthew 27:26 - the Jews
that was present looked for Elijah when Jesus
cried out, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani”. You see
they were looking for Elijah (because thr Jews
knew about him) instead of the true meaning of
what Jesus cried out.

***Matthew 27:26

26 Then released he Barabbas unto them: and

when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to
be crucified.

Conclusion:

The book of James compares the average Christian with
the prophet Elijah, will leave most believers shaking
their head. Many Christians suggest they have the faith
of Elijah, yet these scriptures point that we need to have
the faith of Elijah.






