
             
 
Text: Judges 8:24 – 10:18 
 
Judges 8:24 – 10:18 
 

24 And Gideon said unto them, I would desire a request of you, that ye would give me 
every man the earrings of his prey. (For they had golden earrings, because they were 
Ishmaelites.) 

25 And they answered, We will willingly give them. And they spread a garment, and did 
cast therein every man the earrings of his prey. 

26 And the weight of the golden earrings that he requested was a thousand and seven 
hundred shekels of gold; beside ornaments, and collars, and purple raiment that was on 
the kings of Midian, and beside the chains that were about their camels' necks. 

27 And Gideon made an ephod thereof, and put it in his city, even in Ophrah: and all Israel 
went thither a whoring after it: which thing became a snare unto Gideon, and to his house. 

28 Thus was Midian subdued before the children of Israel, so that they lifted up their heads 
no more. And the country was in quietness forty years in the days of Gideon. 

29 And Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and dwelt in his own house. 

30 And Gideon had threescore and ten sons of his body begotten: for he had many wives. 

31 And his concubine that was in Shechem, she also bare him a son, whose name he called 
Abimelech. 

32 And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age, and was buried in the sepulchre of 
Joash his father, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

33 And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of Israel turned 
again, and went a whoring after Baalim, and made Baalberith their god. 



34 And the children of Israel remembered not the LORD their God, who had delivered them 
out of the hands of all their enemies on every side: 

35 Neither shewed they kindness to the house of Jerubbaal, namely, Gideon, according to 
all the goodness which he had shewed unto Israel. 

9 And Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem unto his mother's brethren, and 
communed with them, and with all the family of the house of his mother's father, saying, 

2 Speak, I pray you, in the ears of all the men of Shechem, Whether is better for you, either 
that all the sons of Jerubbaal, which are threescore and ten persons, reign over you, or 
that one reign over you? remember also that I am your bone and your flesh. 

3 And his mother's brethren spake of him in the ears of all the men of Shechem all these 
words: and their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech; for they said, He is our brother. 

4 And they gave him threescore and ten pieces of silver out of the house of Baalberith, 
wherewith Abimelech hired vain and light persons, which followed him. 

5 And he went unto his father's house at Ophrah, and slew his brethren the sons of 
Jerubbaal, being threescore and ten persons, upon one stone: notwithstanding yet Jotham 
the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left; for he hid himself. 

6 And all the men of Shechem gathered together, and all the house of Millo, and went, and 
made Abimelech king, by the plain of the pillar that was in Shechem. 

7 And when they told it to Jotham, he went and stood in the top of mount Gerizim, and 
lifted up his voice, and cried, and said unto them, Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, 
that God may hearken unto you. 

8 The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them; and they said unto the olive 
tree, Reign thou over us. 

9 But the olive tree said unto them, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they 
honour God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees? 

10 And the trees said to the fig tree, Come thou, and reign over us. 

11 But the fig tree said unto them, Should I forsake my sweetness, and my good fruit, and 
go to be promoted over the trees? 

12 Then said the trees unto the vine, Come thou, and reign over us. 



13 And the vine said unto them, Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, and 
go to be promoted over the trees? 

14 Then said all the trees unto the bramble, Come thou, and reign over us. 

15 And the bramble said unto the trees, If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come 
and put your trust in my shadow: and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour 
the cedars of Lebanon. 

16 Now therefore, if ye have done truly and sincerely, in that ye have made Abimelech 
king, and if ye have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have done unto him 
according to the deserving of his hands; 

17 (For my father fought for you, and adventured his life far, and delivered you out of the 
hand of Midian: 

18 And ye are risen up against my father's house this day, and have slain his sons, 
threescore and ten persons, upon one stone, and have made Abimelech, the son of his 
maidservant, king over the men of Shechem, because he is your brother;) 

19 If ye then have dealt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal and with his house this day, then 
rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you: 

20 But if not, let fire come out from Abimelech, and devour the men of Shechem, and the 
house of Millo; and let fire come out from the men of Shechem, and from the house of 
Millo, and devour Abimelech. 

21 And Jotham ran away, and fled, and went to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of Abimelech 
his brother. 

22 When Abimelech had reigned three years over Israel, 

23 Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men 
of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech: 

24 That the cruelty done to the threescore and ten sons of Jerubbaal might come, and their 
blood be laid upon Abimelech their brother, which slew them; and upon the men of 
Shechem, which aided him in the killing of his brethren. 

25 And the men of Shechem set liers in wait for him in the top of the mountains, and they 
robbed all that came along that way by them: and it was told Abimelech. 



26 And Gaal the son of Ebed came with his brethren, and went over to Shechem: and the 
men of Shechem put their confidence in him. 

27 And they went out into the fields, and gathered their vineyards, and trode the grapes, 
and made merry, and went into the house of their god, and did eat and drink, and cursed 
Abimelech. 

28 And Gaal the son of Ebed said, Who is Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that we should 
serve him? is not he the son of Jerubbaal? and Zebul his officer? serve the men of Hamor 
the father of Shechem: for why should we serve him? 

29 And would to God this people were under my hand! then would I remove Abimelech. 
And he said to Abimelech, Increase thine army, and come out. 

30 And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard the words of Gaal the son of Ebed, his anger 
was kindled. 

31 And he sent messengers unto Abimelech privily, saying, Behold, Gaal the son of Ebed 
and his brethren be come to Shechem; and, behold, they fortify the city against thee. 

32 Now therefore up by night, thou and the people that is with thee, and lie in wait in the 
field: 

33 And it shall be, that in the morning, as soon as the sun is up, thou shalt rise early, and 
set upon the city: and, behold, when he and the people that is with him come out against 
thee, then mayest thou do to them as thou shalt find occasion. 

34 And Abimelech rose up, and all the people that were with him, by night, and they laid 
wait against Shechem in four companies. 

35 And Gaal the son of Ebed went out, and stood in the entering of the gate of the city: and 
Abimelech rose up, and the people that were with him, from lying in wait. 

36 And when Gaal saw the people, he said to Zebul, Behold, there come people down from 
the top of the mountains. And Zebul said unto him, Thou seest the shadow of the 
mountains as if they were men. 

37 And Gaal spake again, and said, See there come people down by the middle of the land, 
and another company come along by the plain of Meonenim. 



38 Then said Zebul unto him, Where is now thy mouth, wherewith thou saidst, Who is 
Abimelech, that we should serve him? is not this the people that thou hast despised? go 
out, I pray now, and fight with them. 

39 And Gaal went out before the men of Shechem, and fought with Abimelech. 

40 And Abimelech chased him, and he fled before him, and many were overthrown and 
wounded, even unto the entering of the gate. 

41 And Abimelech dwelt at Arumah: and Zebul thrust out Gaal and his brethren, that they 
should not dwell in Shechem. 

42 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people went out into the field; and they 
told Abimelech. 

43 And he took the people, and divided them into three companies, and laid wait in the 
field, and looked, and, behold, the people were come forth out of the city; and he rose up 
against them, and smote them. 

44 And Abimelech, and the company that was with him, rushed forward, and stood in the 
entering of the gate of the city: and the two other companies ran upon all the people that 
were in the fields, and slew them. 

45 And Abimelech fought against the city all that day; and he took the city, and slew the 
people that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed it with salt. 

46 And when all the men of the tower of Shechem heard that, they entered into an hold of 
the house of the god Berith. 

47 And it was told Abimelech, that all the men of the tower of Shechem were gathered 
together. 

48 And Abimelech gat him up to mount Zalmon, he and all the people that were with him; 
and Abimelech took an axe in his hand, and cut down a bough from the trees, and took it, 
and laid it on his shoulder, and said unto the people that were with him, What ye have 
seen me do, make haste, and do as I have done. 

49 And all the people likewise cut down every man his bough, and followed Abimelech, and 
put them to the hold, and set the hold on fire upon them; so that all the men of the tower 
of Shechem died also, about a thousand men and women. 

50 Then went Abimelech to Thebez, and encamped against Thebez, and took it. 



51 But there was a strong tower within the city, and thither fled all the men and women, 
and all they of the city, and shut it to them, and gat them up to the top of the tower. 

52 And Abimelech came unto the tower, and fought against it, and went hard unto the 
door of the tower to burn it with fire. 

53 And a certain woman cast a piece of a millstone upon Abimelech's head, and all to 
brake his skull. 

54 Then he called hastily unto the young man his armourbearer, and said unto him, Draw 
thy sword, and slay me, that men say not of me, A women slew him. And his young man 
thrust him through, and he died. 

55 And when the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, they departed every man 
unto his place. 

56 Thus God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech, which he did unto his father, in slaying 
his seventy brethren: 

57 And all the evil of the men of Shechem did God render upon their heads: and upon them 
came the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal. 

10 And after Abimelech there arose to defend Israel Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, 
a man of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir in mount Ephraim. 

2 And he judged Israel twenty and three years, and died, and was buried in Shamir. 

3 And after him arose Jair, a Gileadite, and judged Israel twenty and two years. 

4 And he had thirty sons that rode on thirty ass colts, and they had thirty cities, which are 
called Havothjair unto this day, which are in the land of Gilead. 

5 And Jair died, and was buried in Camon. 

6 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim, and 
Ashtaroth, and the gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the 
gods of the children of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines, and forsook the LORD, and 
served not him. 

7 And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hands of the 
Philistines, and into the hands of the children of Ammon. 



8 And that year they vexed and oppressed the children of Israel: eighteen years, all the 
children of Israel that were on the other side Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which is in 
Gilead. 

9 Moreover the children of Ammon passed over Jordan to fight also against Judah, and 
against Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim; so that Israel was sore distressed. 

10 And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, saying, We have sinned against thee, both 
because we have forsaken our God, and also served Baalim. 

11 And the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Did not I deliver you from the Egyptians, 
and from the Amorites, from the children of Ammon, and from the Philistines? 

12 The Zidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the Maonites, did oppress you; and ye cried 
to me, and I delivered you out of their hand. 

13 Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gods: wherefore I will deliver you no more. 

14 Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your 
tribulation. 

15 And the children of Israel said unto the LORD, We have sinned: do thou unto us 
whatsoever seemeth good unto thee; deliver us only, we pray thee, this day. 

16 And they put away the strange gods from among them, and served the LORD: and his 
soul was grieved for the misery of Israel. 

17 Then the children of Ammon were gathered together, and encamped in Gilead. And the 
children of Israel assembled themselves together, and encamped in Mizpeh. 

18 And the people and princes of Gilead said one to another, What man is he that will 
begin to fight against the children of Ammon? he shall be head over all the inhabitants of 
Gilead. 

 
 
Introduction:  In this lesson we are going to see how that Israel falls back into idolatry even at  
the leaderships of Gideon to Abimelech. Yes, thank the Lord for better leadership, but they are  
not the one to put are total trust in! People needs to realize that man is not the answer, but  
God is the only answer.  
Let’s review Israel’s timeline for their judges: 

Ø 1st Judge Othniel – 40 years – Judges 3:11 – once gone – back into sin. 



Judges 3:11 
 
11 And the land had rest forty years. And Othniel the son of Kenaz died. 
 

Ø 2nd Judge Ehud – 80 years – Judges 3:30 – once gone – back into sin. 
 
Judges 3:30 
 
30 So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And the land had rest fourscore years. 
 

Ø 3rd - Shamgar – 1 year – Judges 3:31  – once gone – back into sin. 
 
Judges 3:31   
 
31 And after him was Shamgar the son of Anath, which slew of the Philistines six hundred men with 
an ox goad: and he also delivered Israel. 
 

Ø 4th – Deborh – 40 years – Judges 5:31 – once gone – back into sin. 
 
Judges 5:31 
 
31 So let all thine enemies perish, O LORD: but let them that love him be as the sun when he goeth 
forth in his might. And the land had rest forty years. 
 

Ø 5th – Gideon – 40 years – Judges 8:28 – once gone – back into sin. 
 
Judges 8:28 
 
28 Thus was Midian subdued before the children of Israel, so that they lifted up their heads no 
more. And the country was in quietness forty years in the days of Gideon. 
 

This was a cycle for a combination of 201 years sinning (idolarty), judgement (punishment), 
a cry for mercy (repenenance) and a deliverer (a judge) was given…..you would think they 
would learn from this, but sadly it kept on going. Just like us today!!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Lesson:  
So let’s look at the  

 
I. Israel’s Decline – Judges 8:32-35 – Gideon is now off the scene and notice– Judges 

8:32-35 - “…as soon as”. 
 
Judges 8:32-35 
 

32 And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age, and was buried in the sepulchre of 
Joash his father, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

33 And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of Israel turned 
again, and went a whoring after Baalim, and made Baalberith their god. 

34 And the children of Israel remembered not the LORD their God, who had delivered them 
out of the hands of all their enemies on every side: 

35 Neither shewed they kindness to the house of Jerubbaal, namely, Gideon, according to 
all the goodness which he had shewed unto Israel. 

 
a. Israel turned again – vrs. 33c – they left what they once had and went back. 
b. Israel went whoring after baalim – vrs. 33d – notice a couple of things: 

i.  "Whoring" in the Bible primarily refers to spiritual unfaithfulness, where 
God's people (Israel) are described as abandoning Him to worship false 
gods, acting like a harlot – Numbers 15:39; II Chronicles 21:13; Psalms 
106:39; Ezekiel 20:30; Hosea 9:1 . It means to commit fornication or play 
the harlot, this metaphor highlights idolatry as a violation of the covenant 
relationship with God – Exodus 20:3 

 
Numbers 15:39;  
 
39 And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the 
commandments of the LORD, and do them ; and that ye seek not after your own heart and your 
own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring: 
 
 
 
 
 



II Chronicles 21:13;  
 
13 But hast walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and hast made Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the house of Ahab, and also hast slain thy 
brethren of thy father's house, which were better than thyself: 
 
Psalms 106:39;  
39 Thus were they defiled with their own works, and went a whoring with their own inventions. 
 
Ezekiel 20:30;  
 
30 Wherefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Are ye polluted after the 
manner of your fathers? and commit ye whoredom after their abominations? 
 
Hosea 9:1 
 
9 Rejoice not, O Israel, for joy, as other people: for thou hast gone a whoring from thy God, thou 
hast loved a reward upon every cornfloor. 
 
Exodus 20:3 
 
3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

 
ii. “Baalim” - "Baalim" is the Hebrew plural form of Baal, a term meaning 

"lord" or "owner" used in the Old Testament to refer to local Canaanite 
fertility and storm gods (it is mentioned approxiately 90 time in the Old 
Testament). It represent the various manifestations of this deity 
worshiped by Canaanites, Moabites, and Phoenicians (they were 
considered supreme among Canaanite gods, particularly over nature and 
agriculture).  

Baal worship, an ancient Canaanite fertility religion, centered on controlling 
agricultural prosperity through imitation and sacrifice to the rain god. 
Practices included sexual immorality, ritual prostitution, child sacrifice by 
fire, and ecstatic, self-destructive rituals. Worshippers believed these acts 
compelled Baal to bring rain, ensuring the fertility of crops, cattle, and 
humans. 

 
c.  Israel self-appointed king/ruler – Judges 9:1-57 - Here we see Gideon’s son 

“Abimelech” as the next ruler. He is described as: 
 
 



Judges 9:1-57 
 

9 And Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem unto his mother's brethren, and 
communed with them, and with all the family of the house of his mother's father, saying, 

2 Speak, I pray you, in the ears of all the men of Shechem, Whether is better for you, either 
that all the sons of Jerubbaal, which are threescore and ten persons, reign over you, or 
that one reign over you? remember also that I am your bone and your flesh. 

3 And his mother's brethren spake of him in the ears of all the men of Shechem all these 
words: and their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech; for they said, He is our brother. 

4 And they gave him threescore and ten pieces of silver out of the house of Baalberith, 
wherewith Abimelech hired vain and light persons, which followed him. 

5 And he went unto his father's house at Ophrah, and slew his brethren the sons of 
Jerubbaal, being threescore and ten persons, upon one stone: notwithstanding yet Jotham 
the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left; for he hid himself. 

6 And all the men of Shechem gathered together, and all the house of Millo, and went, and 
made Abimelech king, by the plain of the pillar that was in Shechem. 

7 And when they told it to Jotham, he went and stood in the top of mount Gerizim, and 
lifted up his voice, and cried, and said unto them, Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, 
that God may hearken unto you. 

8 The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them; and they said unto the olive 
tree, Reign thou over us. 

9 But the olive tree said unto them, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they 
honour God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees? 

10 And the trees said to the fig tree, Come thou, and reign over us. 

11 But the fig tree said unto them, Should I forsake my sweetness, and my good fruit, and 
go to be promoted over the trees? 

12 Then said the trees unto the vine, Come thou, and reign over us. 

13 And the vine said unto them, Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, and 
go to be promoted over the trees? 



14 Then said all the trees unto the bramble, Come thou, and reign over us. 

15 And the bramble said unto the trees, If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come 
and put your trust in my shadow: and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour 
the cedars of Lebanon. 

16 Now therefore, if ye have done truly and sincerely, in that ye have made Abimelech 
king, and if ye have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have done unto him 
according to the deserving of his hands; 

17 (For my father fought for you, and adventured his life far, and delivered you out of the 
hand of Midian: 

18 And ye are risen up against my father's house this day, and have slain his sons, 
threescore and ten persons, upon one stone, and have made Abimelech, the son of his 
maidservant, king over the men of Shechem, because he is your brother;) 

19 If ye then have dealt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal and with his house this day, then 
rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you: 

20 But if not, let fire come out from Abimelech, and devour the men of Shechem, and the 
house of Millo; and let fire come out from the men of Shechem, and from the house of 
Millo, and devour Abimelech. 

21 And Jotham ran away, and fled, and went to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of Abimelech 
his brother. 

22 When Abimelech had reigned three years over Israel, 

23 Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men 
of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech: 

24 That the cruelty done to the threescore and ten sons of Jerubbaal might come, and their 
blood be laid upon Abimelech their brother, which slew them; and upon the men of 
Shechem, which aided him in the killing of his brethren. 

25 And the men of Shechem set liers in wait for him in the top of the mountains, and they 
robbed all that came along that way by them: and it was told Abimelech. 

26 And Gaal the son of Ebed came with his brethren, and went over to Shechem: and the 
men of Shechem put their confidence in him. 



27 And they went out into the fields, and gathered their vineyards, and trode the grapes, 
and made merry, and went into the house of their god, and did eat and drink, and cursed 
Abimelech. 

28 And Gaal the son of Ebed said, Who is Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that we should 
serve him? is not he the son of Jerubbaal? and Zebul his officer? serve the men of Hamor 
the father of Shechem: for why should we serve him? 

29 And would to God this people were under my hand! then would I remove Abimelech. 
And he said to Abimelech, Increase thine army, and come out. 

30 And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard the words of Gaal the son of Ebed, his anger 
was kindled. 

31 And he sent messengers unto Abimelech privily, saying, Behold, Gaal the son of Ebed 
and his brethren be come to Shechem; and, behold, they fortify the city against thee. 

32 Now therefore up by night, thou and the people that is with thee, and lie in wait in the 
field: 

33 And it shall be, that in the morning, as soon as the sun is up, thou shalt rise early, and 
set upon the city: and, behold, when he and the people that is with him come out against 
thee, then mayest thou do to them as thou shalt find occasion. 

34 And Abimelech rose up, and all the people that were with him, by night, and they laid 
wait against Shechem in four companies. 

35 And Gaal the son of Ebed went out, and stood in the entering of the gate of the city: and 
Abimelech rose up, and the people that were with him, from lying in wait. 

36 And when Gaal saw the people, he said to Zebul, Behold, there come people down from 
the top of the mountains. And Zebul said unto him, Thou seest the shadow of the 
mountains as if they were men. 

37 And Gaal spake again, and said, See there come people down by the middle of the land, 
and another company come along by the plain of Meonenim. 

38 Then said Zebul unto him, Where is now thy mouth, wherewith thou saidst, Who is 
Abimelech, that we should serve him? is not this the people that thou hast despised? go 
out, I pray now, and fight with them. 

39 And Gaal went out before the men of Shechem, and fought with Abimelech. 



40 And Abimelech chased him, and he fled before him, and many were overthrown and 
wounded, even unto the entering of the gate. 

41 And Abimelech dwelt at Arumah: and Zebul thrust out Gaal and his brethren, that they 
should not dwell in Shechem. 

42 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people went out into the field; and they 
told Abimelech. 

43 And he took the people, and divided them into three companies, and laid wait in the 
field, and looked, and, behold, the people were come forth out of the city; and he rose up 
against them, and smote them. 

44 And Abimelech, and the company that was with him, rushed forward, and stood in the 
entering of the gate of the city: and the two other companies ran upon all the people that 
were in the fields, and slew them. 

45 And Abimelech fought against the city all that day; and he took the city, and slew the 
people that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed it with salt. 

46 And when all the men of the tower of Shechem heard that, they entered into an hold of 
the house of the god Berith. 

47 And it was told Abimelech, that all the men of the tower of Shechem were gathered 
together. 

48 And Abimelech gat him up to mount Zalmon, he and all the people that were with him; 
and Abimelech took an axe in his hand, and cut down a bough from the trees, and took it, 
and laid it on his shoulder, and said unto the people that were with him, What ye have 
seen me do, make haste, and do as I have done. 

49 And all the people likewise cut down every man his bough, and followed Abimelech, and 
put them to the hold, and set the hold on fire upon them; so that all the men of the tower 
of Shechem died also, about a thousand men and women. 

50 Then went Abimelech to Thebez, and encamped against Thebez, and took it. 

51 But there was a strong tower within the city, and thither fled all the men and women, 
and all they of the city, and shut it to them, and gat them up to the top of the tower. 

52 And Abimelech came unto the tower, and fought against it, and went hard unto the 
door of the tower to burn it with fire. 



53 And a certain woman cast a piece of a millstone upon Abimelech's head, and all to 
brake his skull. 

54 Then he called hastily unto the young man his armourbearer, and said unto him, Draw 
thy sword, and slay me, that men say not of me, A women slew him. And his young man 
thrust him through, and he died. 

55 And when the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, they departed every man 
unto his place. 

56 Thus God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech, which he did unto his father, in slaying 
his seventy brethren: 

57 And all the evil of the men of Shechem did God render upon their heads: and upon them 
came the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal. 

 
 

a. Tyrannical self-appointed king – vrs. 1,2 - rather than a divinely appointed 
deliverer or judge, he took it upon himself to be the next ruler.  But he had 
70 brothers that could have been the next leader. Look what he did….. 

b. Treacherous  self-appointed king – vrs. - 5 - he seized power by murdering his 
brothers (which were 70 of them, except for one of them Jotham, who 
escaped). This allowed him to be the sole ruler over them.  

i. He received money (70 pieces of silver) from the Temple of Baal-
Berith – vrs. 4 - The temple of Baal-Berith, located in Shechem, was a 
center of worship for the Canaanite deity that the Israelites had 
turned to after Gideon’s death. The seventy pieces of silver are seen 
as a symbolic amount representing the seventy brothers Abimelech 
murdered. 

ii. He received a curse from his brother Jotham – vrs.  7-25 – for his 
murdering his brothers. 

iii. He ravished Shechem in battle – vrs. 47-51 – he burns the city and 
kills thousands of inhabitants, demolished the city and gates and then 
pours salt on the land --- because of their rebellion towards him and 
to teach them a lesson.  

iv. His ruin at the battle of Thebez – vrs. 52-57– his failure resulted in his 
death… 

c. Timeless self-appointed king – vrs. 52-57 - he was struck in the head by a 
millstone dropped by a woman during the attack on Thebez and then killed 
by his armor-beared to avoid shame.  



Note – There is one thing for sure – Galatians 6:7 
 
 
Galatians 6:7 
7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
 
 
 

II. Israel’s strange deliverers – Judges 10:1-18   Here we see the Lord raise up some 
additional judges. 

 
 
Judges 10:1-18    
 

10 And after Abimelech there arose to defend Israel Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, 
a man of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir in mount Ephraim. 

2 And he judged Israel twenty and three years, and died, and was buried in Shamir. 

3 And after him arose Jair, a Gileadite, and judged Israel twenty and two years. 

4 And he had thirty sons that rode on thirty ass colts, and they had thirty cities, which are 
called Havothjair unto this day, which are in the land of Gilead. 

5 And Jair died, and was buried in Camon. 

6 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim, and 
Ashtaroth, and the gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the 
gods of the children of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines, and forsook the LORD, and 
served not him. 

7 And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hands of the 
Philistines, and into the hands of the children of Ammon. 

8 And that year they vexed and oppressed the children of Israel: eighteen years, all the 
children of Israel that were on the other side Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which is in 
Gilead. 

9 Moreover the children of Ammon passed over Jordan to fight also against Judah, and 
against Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim; so that Israel was sore distressed. 



10 And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, saying, We have sinned against thee, both 
because we have forsaken our God, and also served Baalim. 

11 And the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Did not I deliver you from the Egyptians, 
and from the Amorites, from the children of Ammon, and from the Philistines? 

12 The Zidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the Maonites, did oppress you; and ye cried 
to me, and I delivered you out of their hand. 

13 Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gods: wherefore I will deliver you no more. 

14 Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your 
tribulation. 

15 And the children of Israel said unto the LORD, We have sinned: do thou unto us 
whatsoever seemeth good unto thee; deliver us only, we pray thee, this day. 

16 And they put away the strange gods from among them, and served the LORD: and his 
soul was grieved for the misery of Israel. 

17 Then the children of Ammon were gathered together, and encamped in Gilead. And the 
children of Israel assembled themselves together, and encamped in Mizpeh. 

18 And the people and princes of Gilead said one to another, What man is he that will 
begin to fight against the children of Ammon? he shall be head over all the inhabitants of 
Gilead. 

 
 

a. The judge named Tola – vrs. 1-2 – not much is mentioned about him just: 
i. He was the son of Dodo 

ii. He was from the tribe Issachar 
iii. He lived in Shamir in Mt. Ephraim 
iv. He jugged for 23 years and buried Shamir 

b. The judge named Jair - vrs. 3-5  
i. He was a Glieadite 

ii. He had 30 sons that rode donkeys and 30 cities which is called Havothjair 
iii. He judged for 22 years and buried in Camon 

Note – now an additional 48 years has gone by (Abimelech? – 3 years, Tol a – 23 yers and Jair – 
22 years) and that cycle of sin is still continuing, look at vrs. 6 – they were attracted to these 

gods: 



• Baal – the weather god 
• Ashtoreth – the goddess of fertility – which is associated with lust, sex, romance and 

fanasties – sounds like the world today!!! 
• Syria’a gods – which were Ashur – war/kingship (this is their chief god), Ishtar – love, 

Anu - sky, Enlil – destiny, Ea/Enki – water/wisdom and Adad – thunder. 
• Zidon gods – the same of Baal and Ashtoreth. 
• Moab gods – Chemosh – military victory or destoryer (this is their chief god) 
• Ammon gods – Amun – air god, Amun-Ra – the sun god,  
• Philistines gods – Dagon – he was part man and fish (this is their chief god) was 

associated with technology and strong drinking cultures, Ashtoreth - the goddess of 
fertility – which is associated with lust, sex, romance and fanasties – again sounds like 
the world today!!! 

• Baal-Zebub – means “lord of the flies” and linked back to Baal. 
c. The judgement from God - Look what happened to them – vrs. 7-9 

§ The Lord was anger against them – vrs. 7a – there are many scriptures 
that tells us the Lord’s anger was kindled because of their sin – Numbers 
12:9; II Kings 17:18; Isaiah 66:15; Hbrewsa 10:31 

 
Numbers 12:9;  
 
9 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and he departed. 
 
II Kings 17:18;  
 
18 Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them out of his sight: there was 
none left but the tribe of Judah only. 
 
Isaiah 66:15;  
 
15 For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his 
anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. 
 
Hebrews 10:31 
 
31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
 

• He sold them into salvery – vrs. 7b – to the Philistines and 
Ammon. 

• He allowed them to be oppressed and distressed – vrs. 8,9 – for 
18 long years. 



 
• He teaches them a lesson – vrs. 10-18 – the children of Israel cries 

with a pathetic plea and with no remorse.  
o He told them how He was always there to deliver – vrs. 11-

12 
o He tells them that He will not help them – vrs. 13 
o He tells them to call on their false gods whom they 

worship and serve – vrs. 14 
o He sees their true meaningful repentance – vrs. 15-18 – 

the Lord is getting ready to rasie up a new judge to deliver 
them. Notice how chapter 10 ends with the area of Gilead 
and then in chapter 11, God raises up a judge in Gilead. 

 
Conclusion: Oh how you and I need to understand the importance of true repentenance. Thank 
the Lord that He allows us to come before Him and ask for forgiveness!!!!! I John 1:9 
 
I John 1:9 
 
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 


